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The Epistle 
 

June Worship ThemesJune Worship Themes   
 

Sunday, June 4 ñ 10:00 a.m.  

Pentecost Sunday  

Holy Communio n 

Mark 12:28 -31 

òMotorcycles and Lawnmowersó 

Pastor Mark Wha rff 

 

Sunday, June 11 ñ 10:00 a.m.  

Trinity Sunday  

John 20:24 - 31 

òThe Right to Be Wrongó 

Pastor Emeritus Phil Hall 

 

Sunday, June 18 ñ 10:00 a.m.  

Second Sunday after Pentecost  

Fatherõs Day 

Scholarship Sunday  

Graduate Recognition Sunday  

1 Samuel 16: 1 -12  

òGod's Heroes Have Heart!ó 

Pastor Lisa Brown 

 

Sunday, June 25 ñ 10:00 a.m.  

Second Sunday after Pentecost  

Luke 7:36 - 30 

òLifeõs Meaningful By-Productsó 

Pastor Emeritus Phil Hall 



June is a month of personal milestones. Laura and I will celebrate 30 Years of marriage this month. Also in June, 
as I complete 4 decades as a clergy member of this annual conference, I will retire at this yearôs session. 
 
I am looking forward to Pentecost Sunday, June 4, my final Sunday in the pulpit here at St. Paulôs, and what lies 
beyond ï both for Laura and me, and for the church. 
 
Laura and I have been overwhelmed by the kindnesses expressed by members and friends of the congregation. 
We look forward to Coffee Fellowship after Worship on our last Sunday to express our thanks and say farewell. 
 
Over the past few months, so many pleasant memories have come flooding back to us from the last four years ï 
and for me, over the years I served here as a college intern from 1974-1976. Some folks remember me from those 
days, yet agreed to my return nevertheless. To have the opportunity to come back to Manteca and serve this 
congregation as pastor some 40 years on is a very rare privilege few ministers are accorded. I am grateful to have 
been blessed by the experience. 
 
You are aware that Bishop Minerva G. Carca¶o intends to appoint Rev. Jason Thornton to serve as Senior Pastor 
at St. Paulôs, effective July 1. It has been a delight to meet Jason, his wife, Tammy, and mother, Pam, and to 
spend some time bragging on you. He is very excited about his appointment to St. Paulôs and looks forward to 
living and serving among you. He understands, as best one can, based on his limited experience thus far, how 
fortunate he is ï but, I am confident, he has yet to fully appreciate the joys that lie in store for him to team with 
Pastor Lisa Brown and serve as pastoral leader of this congregation. At the same time, those of you who have met 
him have an inkling, but are just beginning to discover the gifts and graces Jason will bring to share in your 
midst. I am expecting great things will come of your partnership ï and I will be watching ï cheering all of you on 
from the sidelines and in prayer. May God richly bless you, everyone. 
 
With Brotherly Love, 
 
 
Mark Wharff 

LZkdyl Lbllbo^ 

Got Letter, Got Blessing  
 

Note: Whenever visitors join us for Worship, we use the information provided on the Attendance Registra-

tion pads to follow-up, thanking them for joining us and inviting them to return. That£s why providing all your 

contact information on Sunday morning is so important ï it sets a good example for our guests and helps 

us in gathering the information we need to reach out. 

On Sunday, May 14, we were joined in Worship by guests Mark and Susan Pavlin from Kingsport, Tennessee. 

Mark and Susan are very active in their home church, and enjoy visiting other congregations when they trav-

el. After they received our welcome letter, they responded with an email, The subject: Got Letter, Got 

Blessing Gratitude  

Dear Pastor Mark;  
 

Susan and I always receive a blessing when we travel on Sunday and attend a local 
church, usually, but not always a UMC church. The Body of Christ is real and well and ac-
tive in this world. Of special interest is that the blessings we receive are always different 
and, therefore, all the more memorable. For example, a few years ago we attended a 
UMC service in the center of Prague. The congregation was small and the service in 
Czech. We loved it! No less memorable was your churchõs overwhelming warm welcome 
to us in Manteca, a welcome that now becomes part of our story of God's love for all, 
even and maybe especially the traveler, the stranger, the foreigner, and (shockingly) the 
sinner. We praise God for your witness in that part of the country.  
 

Regards,  
Mark (for Susan)  



Take me out to the Ball Park!  
 

Please Join us in Celebrating  
 

Mark and Laura Wharffõs ministry  

with St. Paulõs Church 
 

When :  Sunday, June 4 @ 10:00 Worship 

Reception immediately following in Fellowship Hall - 

all are welcome and all means all! 

Dress: Orange and Black/baseball themed or your favorite team! 

What to Bring :  Please bring a side dish to share! Salads, baked beans,  

deviled eggs, olives, fixings for hot dogs, etc. 

Hot Dogs and chips will be provided 

 

*A basket for cards and gifts for Mark and Laura will be available 

 

     Contact    Lisa Goodwin,             Kit Oase, or                   Frona Winter for more details. 

   679-0814         599-3408                823-7336 



St. Paulôs United 
Methodist Church

SUMMER 2017
VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 5TH GRADE

SAVE THE DATE NOW! 

JULY 24THïJULY  28TH

10 AM TO 1 PM

ONLINE REGISTRATION BEGINS JUNE 5 TH

www.stpaulsmanteca.org
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