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The E-pistle 
 

April Worship ThemesApril Worship ThemesApril Worship Themes   
 

 
Sunday, April 3 

2nd Sunday of Easter 

Holy Communion 

Chancel Choir Singing “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 

John 20:19-29 

Believing Is Seeing 

 
Sunday, April 10 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

Chancel Choir Singing “I Will Be a Child of Peace” 

John 21:1-19 

Picnic at the Beach 

 
Sunday, April 17 

4th Sunday of Easter 

Chancel Choir Singing “The Staff of Faith” 

John 10:22-30 

Actions Speak Louder Than Words 

 
Sunday, April 24 

5th Sunday of Easter 

Mission Bells Ringing 

John 13:31-35 

A New Commandment? 



SERVING IN APRIL 
 

Coffee Fellowship 

 

April 3 Gary’s Treats 

April 10 Finance Committee 

April 17 Staff Parish Relations Committee 

April 24 United Methodist Women 

 

Liturgists 

 

April 3 Pat Silva 

April 10 Lisa Goodwin 

April 17 Laura Wharff 

April 24 Kit Oase 
 

Ushers 

 

April 3 Rick & Judy Wentworth 

  Ed & Shirley Newland 

April 10 Robert & Jean Phillips 

  Kirk Kammeraad, Kathryn Karnes 

April 17 Colleen Lockhart 

  Andrew & Charleen Price 

April 24 Joel & Susan Groskopf 

  Paul & Sue Banicki  

 

 UMW April Meeting  
April 7th at 10:00 a.m.  

All are invited to join us in April when we welcome a special musical program featuring a ukulele group from 
Del Webb.  The general business meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. followed by the musical program at 11:00 
a.m.   
 

Hope Circle  
April 13th at 1:00 p.m. at Prestige Senior Living  

 

Harmony Circle  
April 14th at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room   

April 1  Inez Long 

  Frona Winter 

April 2  Ryan Brown 

April 5  Kirk Brown 

April 6  Marilyn Larson 

  Carol Strait 

April 7  Steve Rhyne 

April 8  Emily Murphy 

April 10 Leon Thompson 

April 11 Lloyd Hemman 

  Barbara Tandy 

April 13 Sue Banicki 

April 14 George Contente 

April 18 Bea Lingenfelter 

  Arnold Mullings 

April 19 Morgan Pierce 

April 20 Lisa Goodwin 

  Karen Talbot 

April 21 Joy Gunnerson 

  David Pierce 

April 23 Marisa Bergman 

April 25 Tricia Costa 

April 27 Carol Clark 

April 29 Betty Christy 

April 30 Ernest Duarte 

  Ernestine Durham 



2016 Scholarship Application Available  

 

!ÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 3ÔȢ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ςπρφ-2017 
academic year are now     available. Download the application packet from 
our website: www.stpaulsmanteca.org or contact the Church Office of-
fice@stpaulsmanteca.org to request the packet by email. Completed appli-
cations are due April 15, 2016 . 

"Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few 
to be chewed and digested."   Francis Bacon  
 

The following books are found on the United Methodist Womenôs books shelves in the north 
west corner of the church library.  The books are not limited to UMW members.  Anyone 
may check one out, read and return it to the UMW corner. 
 
Small Things with Great Love  
Adventures in Loving Your Neighbor  
Margot Starbuck                                      240 pages 
ñOfficialò description: This book will open your eyes to the people around you and the huge impact you can 
have on them through small acts of love. ñSmall things happen when I learn the name of my daughterôs 
school bus driver é when I listen to the dreams of a woman who lives in a group home on my block,ò Star-
buck writes. Includes a study guide, list of resources and a six-week adventure challenge. 
 
Luanôs comments:  This book is put together in a most unusual way.  The reader can read straight through it 
as one would read a ñregularò book.  Or one can skip around, following oneôs interests.  The author helps by 
giving guidance at the end of each chapter.  She recommends reading it one way first, then the other way!  
Be aware the second way is more difficult if you are reading this on a kindle.  Full of terrific ideas, all pre-
sented with humor so it is an easy read.  I highly recommend it! 
 

Strong Was Her Faith  
Women of the New Testament  
J. Ellsworth Kalas      176 pages 
In this book, Kalas looks into the life and times of 11 different women such as Elizabeth, Mary, Dorcas and 
Mary Magdalene and examines the scriptures to see what we can learn about these women, what we can 
learn from them and how each woman fits intoðas well as shapesðthe New Testament story. A discussion 
guide is included. 
 
Luanôs comments:  The best part of this book is the discussion guide at the end.  I felt the discussion of the 
womenôs roles was a bit condescending on the part of the male author.  But maybe it was just me? If you 
can get past the tone, it had some interesting points about each womanôs role. 
 

Help and encouragement after the death of a spouse,  

child, family member or friend 

 

Weekly Grief Support Group 

Mondays, April 4th - June 27th & Tuesday, July 5th 

2:00 - 3:30 pm in the Fireside Room 

http://www.stpaulsmanteca.org
mailto:office@stpaulsmanteca.org
mailto:office@stpaulsmanteca.org


WALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS     

Respectfully submitted by David Bland 
 
EASTERTIDE or THE EASTER SEASON or THE GREAT 50 DAYS 
Easter is the festival day celebrating the Resurrection of Christ after his crucifixion. The season of 
Easter, like that of Christmas, lasts longer than the initial day. Eastertide is seven weeks or 50 
days, including Ascension Day or Ascension Sunday and concluding with Pentecost Sunday, which 
celebrates the birth of the church. 
 

After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight. – Acts 
1:9 (CEB) 

 

The Easter Season, also known as the Great Fifty Days, begins at sunset Easter Eve and 
continues through the Day of Pentecost.  It is the most joyous and  celebrative season of 
the Christian year.  It focuses on Christ's resurrection and ascension and on the giving of 
the Holy Spirit on the first Easter (John 20:22 –23) and the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2).  Les-
sons from the Acts of the Apostles replace readings from the Old Testament because the 
early church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, is the best witness to the Resurrection. The 
ancient Christian name for this festival is Pasch, derived from the Hebrew pesach 
("deliverance" or "Passover"), thus connecting the Resurrection to the Exodus. The origin of 
the English word Easter is disputed but may come from the Anglo–Saxon spring   goddess 
Eastre and her festival.  Pentecost comes from the Greek pentekoste, which means 
"fiftieth." It refers to the Jewish Feast of Weeks, which Greek–speaking Jews called the Day 

of Pentecost (Acts 2:1).  Early Christians also used the term Pentecost to refer to the Great Fifty Days as a season. 
 

The colors of white and gold are used and materials of the finest texture for permanents, stoles, and banners. On 
the Day of Pentecost bright red is used.  Bright red symbols may be used on a white background earlier in the sea-
son.  A focus on the baptismal font is appropriate throughout the season. A large freestanding white candle called a 
paschal candle may be used at every service during this season and at baptisms and funerals during the rest of the 
year.  Standing for prayer is most   traditional.  Flowers of all colors are appropriate.  Visuals for the Day of Pente-
cost may include red flowers, doves, flames of fire, a ship, or a rainbow. 

 

Copyright: None. 

Las Casuelas Drive Thru Fundraiser  
Please show your support for St. Paulôs Preschool 

When:   Wednesday, April 20, 2016 
Time:  5:00 pmï 7:00 pm  

Location: Las Casuelas, 1580 W. Yosemite Ave., Manteca 
Tickets:  $10.00 

(tickets go on sale Tuesday, March 29 in the preschool office) 
 

Carnitas & Chicken Fajitas  
 

Rice & Beans and Tortillas  
 

Chips & Salsa included  
 

Tickets only $10.00!  
 

If you have any questions please call:  St. Paulõs Preschool 

(209) 239-5848 



THE ñCOMMUNICATORò   or better known as Dave Bland  

  

If you are like me, you rush in every Sunday to get in your pew before someone takes it. If there is still time  

before the service you read the bulletin inserts and then maybe look around to see who is here this Sunday 

ŨŪŭũŤũŢ.  ŚŪŰ şŪũ°ů ŧŪŪŦ ŜŭŪŰũş Ŝũş ŧŠů ŴŪŰŭ ţŠŜŭů ŝŠ ŲŜŭŨŠş ŝŴ ůţŠ ŨŜũŴ ŮŴŨŝŪŧŮ ůţŜů ŮŰŭŭŪŰũş ŴŪŰ ŝŰů 

you certainly did not look at as you came in. 

 

Ŕů. őŜŰŧ°Ů ŖũŤůŠş ŎŠůţŪşŤŮů ńţŰŭŞţ ŤŮ şŠŞŪŭŜůŠş Ŝũş ŠũŭŤŞţŠş ŲŤůţ ŜŝŰũşŜũů ŰŮŠ Ūš ŮŴŨŝŪŧŮ.  ŔŴŨŝŪŧŤŮŨ ŤŮ Ŝ 

sign language of our faith.  A symbol is a sign.  It must be representative of something, but not merely a repre-

sentation or picture.  A symbol is used to convey an idea or a belief.  

 

Symbols in early days were used as a teaching device, for many could not read or even understand oral instruction. Symbols were under-

stood by the faithful, but they conveyed no meaning to the uninitiated or to the persecutors of the early church.  Hence, early Christians 

in the catacombs and elsewhere employed symbols to conceal and safeguard the doctrines of their faith.  

 

The symbols in this Church are intended to convey an idea and simultaneously to add beauty and color in decoration by satisfaction  

artistically through form and color and by stimulating the mind and appealing to the intellect through the message conveyed.   The sym-

bolism starts when you approach outside. 

 

THE BUILDING  

 

The building is constructed of basalt blocks and roofed with Bermuda tile.  The slate floor was quarried in Ver-

mont and shipped here via the Panama Canal.  The cornerstone is Swedish granite.  The tiles surrounding the 

main entrance bear the sign of St. Paul, representative of the sword of the Holy Spirit and the Bible. All stained 

glass used in the windows is antique glass imported from Europe and all the tiles are handmade.  

 

The ship on the front of the building represents the Church.  It depicts Christ at the bow of the 

ship, symbolizing Christ as the head of the Church.  The fish is a traditional symbol for the Chris-

tian.  
 

We will talk more about the symbolism later. If you want to know more before then, you can request the 

Symbolism é as displayed and used at St. Paulôs booklet from Kim in the church office.  

Katherine Parker to visit St. Paulôs 

 

Friday, April 29 . St. Paulôs will hold a potluck in honor of visiting missionary, Katherine Parker.  We raised funds 
for Katherine during one of our Mission Saturdays and Katherine was one of the choices for our Christmas offering 
in 2015.  Save the date on your calendar for delicious food and an inspiring speaker.  Watch the Midweek Messen-
ger and the bulletin for more details regarding time and structure of the potluck 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Katherine T. Parker, a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries of The United 
Methodist Church,  began serving in 2013 as part of the Health Team of the United Mission to 
Nepal, focusing on water, sanitation, and hygiene. She previously did similar work with the 
Community Health and Agricultural Development program of the Methodist Mission in Cambo-
dia. 
 

The United Mission to Nepal (UMN), an ecumenical ministry, has a   vision of a ñfullness of life 
for all in a transformed Nepali society.ò United Methodists have been involved with UMN since 
it was founded in 1954. More information on its work is available on the UMN website. 
 

Native to California, Katherine comes from a family with deep roots in United Methodism on 
the West Coast. Two grandfathers, a great-grandfather, an aunt, and several cousins have served as United Meth-
odist clergy. 

 

Katherine attended Harvey Mudd College in Claremont, California, where she graduated with a Bachelor of       
Science in biology. Her Master of Science degree, also in biology, is from California State University in Sacra-
mento. Her thesis was on bacterial contamination of drinking water in rural Ghana. 

 

Katherineôs home church is Mt. Tamalpais United Methodist Church in Mill Valley, California. She has been in-
volved in the life of the church in many ways: serving with the California-Nevada Annual Conferenceôs delegation 
to General Conference, the conferenceôs Board of Church and Society, the Golden Gate District Council on Minis-
tries, and as a local church volunteer organizing mission trips. 

 

- See more at: http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Parker-
Katherine#sthash.kyuUuI9k.dpuf 

http://www.umn.org.np/


Church Office Phone: 209. 823.7154 Fax: 209. 239.2174 

Pastors:  Mark Wharff & Lisa Brown 

Preschool Office Phone:  209. 239.5848 

Preschool Director:  Belinda Berry 

St. Paulõs United Methodist Church 

910 E. North Street 

Manteca, CA  95336 

Email:  office@stpaulsmanteca.org 
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   Open Hearts,  

 Open Minds, 

  Open Doors 

All are welcomed and received in Christ’s love. 

Holy Roamers Event Holy Roamers Event Holy Roamers Event    

April 10, 2016April 10, 2016April 10, 2016    
We will attend the classic movie 

The African QueenThe African Queen  
Bob Hope Theater, Stockton 
Movie begins at 2:00 p.m. 

Cost $8.00 (tickets will be purchased at the box office) 

  
If you wish to carpool, please meet in the church parking lot at 1:00.          
Following the movie we will return to Manteca for dinner at Las Casuelas 
Restaurant.  For more information or to sign up, please contact: Leon or 
Marlene Thompson.  239 -3229 or thomp2186 @comcast.net. 


